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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Senate Budget Subcommittee Hearings

Today, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee #3 on Health and Human
Services rejected the Governor's budget proposal to limit the State financial
participation only to the level of the minimum wage for In-Home Supportive Services
(IHSS) wages and benefits by a vote of 2 to 0. In addition, a series of proposed IHSS
budget amendments and all corresponding budget trailer bill language was rejected by
a vote of 2 to 0. This action conforms to the Assembly Budget Subcommittee’s
unanimous vote to reject the Governor's budget proposal, and restores the State’s
financial participation in IHSS wages and benefits.

Additionally, Senate Budget Subcommittee #3 adopted budget trailer bill language by a
vote of 2 to 0 to require the State to seek all possible waivers from the United States
Department of Agriculture to increase program participation by adults without children.
Although these adults are generally only eligible for Food Stamps for three months in a
three-year period, Federal law permits waivers that allow for extended benefits for
persons living in areas of high unemployment. The Subcommittee also added trailer bill
language as requested by the County Welfare Directors Association, to permit counties
to opt out of the waiver upon a vote of their board of supervisors.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”
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Status of County-Interest Legislation

County-supported SB 1018 (Simitian), which would add officers and employees of
financial institutions to those designated as mandated reporters of financial abuse
perpetrated against elder and dependent adults, passed the Senate Judiciary
Committee by a vote of 4 to 2 as amended on May 3, 2005. The amendments
1) modify the penalty for failure to report such abuse by subjecting the mandated
reporter to civil penalties of $1,000, and up to $5,000, if the failure to report resulted in a
death or great bodily injury, 2) require the penalty to be payable by the financial
institution to the elder or dependant adult, and 3) create a liability-free period for newly-
hired tellers for failing to report suspected elder abuse during the first six months of the
teller's employment. The measure proceeds to the Senate Appropriations Commitiee
where it is pending a hearing date.

A roster containing the status of all bills of County interest is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:JF:ib

Attachments

C: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants

Sacto Update 2005/sacto SenBudgtSubcommHearings
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